It is to be gathered from this sentence that you are
referring to the sinners in Dante's Inferno who advance
with their faces turned backward.
I consider it absolutely shameless to talk so puerilely
about the "universal truth of loveJJ in our day., when the
flames of national hatred kindled in Versailles are flaring
ever higher, when the European capitalists are franti-
cally arming for a new world shambles, and when hardly
a day passes without workers being killed in the streets
of the "world's cultural centres'" merely because they want
to eat. Far more honest than windbags of this type is the
utterly brutalized General Ludendorff, who recently pro-
claimed his hatred for Jews, and now, in a letter to a Saar-
briicken newspaper, says that "true Germans cannot be
Christians/"*
That, at least, is consistent. And it is not the only
fact testifying to the utter brutalization of the modern
European generals of artillery, cavalry, politics, religion,
and even science.
It is shameless and senseless to speak of a "universal
truth,*" when in the sight of all a bloody conspiracy against
the working people is being hatched with impunity,
a conspiracy into which, in one way or another, the "dem-
ocratic intelligentsia'" will inevitably be drawn. The
reality created by the capitalists, and by the philistines
whom, they drag after them like a dog on a chain, is so
cynical as to lead one to think that the economic crisis
is part "of the grand conspiracy of capital against the
working people, that the crisis is being artificially fos-
tered, that an army of unemployed is be ing created in order
to turn them into an army of soldiers. Fantastic, you
say? Possibly. But it is more than possible that we shall
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